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SUBJECT: ONE ITALIAN VIEW ON MALTA 

REF: A. VALLETTA 0956 
B. PARIS 23967 

1 . A MIDDLE-RANKING, REASONABLY INFORMED MFA OFFICIAL 
HAS SHARED WITH EMBOFF FOLLOWING VIEWS ON MALTA AND 
MINTOFF. 

2. DESPITE HIS GYRATIONS AND PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS, 
MINTOFF HAS SO FAR GOT PRACTICALLY NOWHERE WITH HIS 
QUEST FOR NEUTRALITY AND ECONOMIC GUARANTEES. ITALY, 
FOR ONE, HAS NOT YET RESPONDED, AND THERE IS GOOD 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT MINTOFF DOES NOT REALLY HAVE 
THE LIBYAN CARD TO PLAY. OUR CONTACT CONFIRMED REFTELS 
REGARDING DESTREMAU'S VISIT TO VALLETTA, SHOWING US 
REPORT FROM ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN PARIS. FRENCH, 
ACCORDING THAT REPORT, MAY WAIT UNTIL AFTER 
MALTESE ELECTIONS TO GIVE A VAGUE BUT NOT ENTIRELY 
NEGATIVE RESPONSE TO MINTOFF. FRENCH CAN SEE MERIT 

IN SOME KIND OF A NEUTRALITY "GUARANTEE", ARE WARY 
OF THE OPEN-ENDED FINANCIAL COMMITMENT INVOLVED IN 
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MINTOFF'S DRAFT TREATY, AND ARE LOOKING AROUND FOR 
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SOME EVENTUAL FORMAT LESS RIGID AND BINDING THAN A 
TREATY. SOURCE FULLY INFORMED AS TO USG ATTITUDE. 

3. MINTOFF GIVES LOWER PRIORITY TO THE NEUTRALITY 
GUARANTEE THAN TO GUARANTEES OF "INITIAL ECONOMIC 
VIABILITY" FOR MALTA. AT THE SAME TIME, THERE IS 

NO RPT NO GOOD EVIDENCE THAT MINTOFF HOPES TO EXTRACT 
FINANCIAL OR OTHER ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FROM WESTERN 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES THROUGH A THREAT (IMPLIED OR 
DIRECT) OF MOVING MALTA FROM NEUTRALITY INTO, SAY, 

THE RUSSIAN OR ARAB CAMP. ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 
WITH MINTOFF, THOUGH, SIGHED OUR SOURCE. 

4. EXPRESSING SIMILAR PUZZLEMENT WITH THE "MADMAN" 

QADHAFI, OUR CONTACT NOTED THAT DESPITE MINTOFF'S 
BLANDISHMENTS AND PUBLIC STANCE, THE LIBYANS HAVE 
BEEN PLAYING VERY HARD TO GET. IT IS HARD TO ENVISAGE 
WHAT LIBYA WOULD RECEIVE, OTHER THAN BILLS, OUT OF A 
CLOSER TIE TO MALTA. THE BULK OF THE MALTESE ARE NOT 
VERY FOND OF LIBYANS AND WOULD NOT WELCOME A LARGE 
LIBYAN PRESENCE ON THE ISLAND. WHATEVER PRESTIGE 

OR SECURITY ADVANTAGE QUADHAFI MIGHT SEE IN A DEAL 
WITH MINTOFFSEEMS HARDLY WORTH THE CANDLE FOR LIBYA. 

ANYWAY, QADHAFI HAS HIS MIND ON OTHER PROBLEMS AT 
THE MOMENT. 

5. THE MFA OFFICER HAD NO PARTICULAR CONCERN THAT 
THE RUSSIANS MIGHT TRY TO TURN THE MALTESE SITUATION 

TO THEIR ADVANTAGE, BY, SAY, SEEKING ACCESS TO VALLETTA’S 
PORT FACILITIES. SUCH A GAMBIT WOULD NOT ONLY BE 
CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT OF CSCE BUT WOULD BE DANGER- 
OUSLY DESTABILIZING IN THE MED AND THERFOR NOT 
COST BENEFICIAL TO THE USSR, ACCORDING TO THIS 
OFFICER'S ASSESSMENT. 

6. FINALLY, HE FELT THAT MINTOFF IS CERTAIN TO GET 

A PARLIAMENTARY MAIORITY IN THE SEPTEMBER ELECTION. 

THE OPPOSITION NATIONALIST PARTY IS LISTLESS AND 
HAS NO PARTY ORGANIZATION. MINTOFF, FOR ALL HIS 
FAULTS, HAS HITHERTO BROUGHT A MEASURE OF RELATIVE 
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PROSPERITY TO THE ISLAND, EVEN IF PARTLY EXTORTED 
FROM WESTERN POWERS. LAST, HE IS PERFECTLY WILLING 
TO BUY PARLIAMENTARIAN WITNESS THE WAY HIS OPPOSITION 
SUDDENLY WILTED WHEN HE DECIDED MALTA SHOULD BE A 
REPUBLIC. 

7. COMMENT: FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF ROME, FOREGOING ASSESSMENT 
APPEARS TO HAVE SOME VALIDITY EVEN THOUGH, OF COURSE, IT IGNORES 
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AND THEREFOR FAILS TO PROVIDE ANY EVIDENT RATIONALE FOR THE 
BEHIND-THE-SECENE ACTIVISM OF MFA SECGEN MANZINI AND OF AMB. 
DERIN IN MALTA ON MINTOFF'S BEHALF.BEAUDRY 
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